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This pack is part of Islington Heritage Service’s digital offer for schools, which includes a range of stories from
Islington's history. The pack is designed to flexibly support learners from different key stages. Not all content will
be suitable for your age group. Feel free to pick and choose the resources most appropriate for your learners.
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Curriculum links
Dadabhai Naoroji's story and associated resources supplement learning around the following curriculum subjects.

KS1 History:
the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed

GCSE:
AQA GCSE History - 8145 3.3 Shaping the

to national and international achievements.

Nation, Section A Thematic Studies:

KS2 History:

AC Britain - Migration, empires and the
people c.790 to the present day

a local history study
a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’

OCR GCSE History - Explaining the Modern

chronological knowledge beyond 1066

World J410
Power - Monarchy and Democracy in

KS3 History:

Britain c.1000 to 2014 (2)

ideas, political power, industry and empire - Britain 1745-1901

AS and A Level:

challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the
present day

OCR AS and A Level History

a local history study

Unit Group 3 - From colonialism to

the study of an aspect or theme in British history that consolidates

independence: The British Empire 1857 -

and extends pupils’ chronological knowledge from before 1066

1965

at least one study of a significant society or issue in world history

Topic-based essay

and its interconnections with other global developments

AQA AS and A Level History
1J The Brisith Empire c.1857-1967

Resources in this and other Islington Stories packs can be
used across the curriculum as prompts for writing tasks or
creative work, and as material for assemblies or whole school
projects.
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Historical investigation

countries to fund growth at home. It was not until the mid 1960s that most of Britain's former colonies were ruling
themselves independently.

Naoroji grew up in India during British rule. He dedicated much of his life to campaigning for Indian
independence. When exploring Naoroji's story, it is useful to investigate the broader history of the British Empire.
Consider some of the following resources as a starting point:
The Museum of British Colonialism provides a collection of links to support schools in exploring Britian's
colonial history, and as a tool for decolonialising the curriculum.
The Institute of Historical Research hosts a similar collection of resources, with the same aim.
The BBC Bitesize KS3 The British Empire Through Time revision guide provides a useful starting point.

See back of this pack for more.
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Early Life

As a young adult, Naoroji became a teacher at the same school he had attended as a child. He built a strong
academic career, becoming an Assistant Professor at only 25 years old, then four years later a Professor of
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy. A fellow professor gave him the nickname ‘The Promise of India’, reflecting
his growing reputation. In the 1840s, Naoroji championed education for girls, opening a number of girls' schools in
India. He advocated for women's rights and access to education at a time when this was considered radical.

Prompts
What do we know about
Naoroji's childhood?
What subjects and issues was
Naoroji interested in as a young
man?
What do you think the nickname
'The Promise of India' might
mean? How might Naoroji have
felt about this title?

Natural Philosophy: a term for
'science' or 'natural sciences'.

Elphinstone
Dadabhai

College,

Naoroji

Museum)
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Britain 1855-1874
Naoroji moved to England in 1855 to join the first Indian business to be established in Britain, Cama & Co. in
Liverpool. By 1859 he had established his own cotton trading business, Dadabhai Naoroji & Co. Naoroji continued
his accademic work in Britain, becoming a professor of Gujarati, his mother-tongue, at University College London.
Naoroji noticed that while the British public was proud of the Empire, the majority knew little about the countries it
ruled, inlcuding India, its culture, history and people. Wishing to change public attitudes, he set up the East India
Association (see below), which intended to educate the British public about India.

By 1874 Naoroji returned to India in order to take on the role of Dewan, or minister, to the Maharaja of Barado.

The East India Association. Set up in 1867, the aim of the
Association was to educate the British public about India in order to
challenge the accepted view of India as inferior. Naoroji wished to
open the public's eyes to the experiences of the Indian people and
their different perspectives on British colonialism.
By 1885 the organisation merged with the Indian National
Association and became the Indian National Congress. The Indian
National Congress went on to become the main party to campaign
for Indian independence from British rule. It was Mohandas
Karamchand (Mahatma) Gandhi’s political party and remains a part

The Indian National Congress. This photograph is part of the
collection presented to the people of Finsbury when Naoroji
became the Member of Parliament for Finsbury, 1892.

of Indian politics to this day.

(Image courtesy of Islington Museum)
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Standing for election
If we twenty croce (ten million) of Indians were entitled to
send only one member to the British parliament, there is

During Naoroji’s lifetime, India and its population of

no doubt that we would have elected Dadabhai Naoroji

250 million people made up 80% of the British

unanimously to grace that post.’

Empire. Despite this, and its financial contributions

Bal Gangadhar Tilak, teacher,
Indian nationalist and activist.

to the Empire, India had no representation in British
Parliament. Struck by the injustice of this,
Naoroji once again moved to Britain.

Prompts

He stood for election to the House of Commons

During Naoroji's lifetime, India's population made

several times throughout the late 1800s, wishing to

up the majority of the British Empire.

represent the people of India in the British

Do you think that it was fair for India to have no

Parliament. Naoroji's first attempt in 1886 saw him

representative in British Parliament?

stand as the Liberal Party candidate in the

What impact might this lack of representation

Conservative seat of Holborn, London.

in government have had?
on life in India?
on British perceptions of India?

This attempt was unsuccessful and he experienced

The Prime Minister made a dismissive and racist

a racist campaign from the media and from fellow

comment about Naoroji to the public. What impact

politicians. Following Naoroji's defeat the Prime

might comments like this have on public opinion?

Minister, Lord Salisbury, claimed that the British

Is representation in government important?
Are there any communities or experiences you

public was not yet ready to "elect a Black man."

feel are under-represented today? Discuss with
your class.

6

Election in Finsbury

Naoroji was elected in 1892 to the strongly workingclass constituency of Central Finsbury (now part of
Islington).

Naoroji took the oath in the name of God on
the Khordeh Avesta, the Zoroastrian religious book.

He served as the Member of Parliament (MP) for
Central Finsbury until his defeat in 1895.

David Ochterlony Dyce Sombre. While Naoroji is often
remembered as the first Asian MP in Britain, Anglo-Indian
David Ochterlony Dyce Sombre was elected as MP to a
constiuency in Suffolk in in 1842, over 50 years before Naoroji.

Sombre's election tends to be discounted due to his quick
removal from the role. In 1842 his appointment was
overturned due to ‘gross, systematic and extensive bribery’
during his campaign.

Poster announcing Naoroji's address to the electorate in Finsbury in
1895. (Image courtesy of Islington Local History Centre)
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MP for Finsbury 1892-1895
During his time as MP, Naoroji identified himself as an Imperial
citizen and a British subject, representing both India and Finsbury
in Parliament. He used his position as a platform from which to
call attention and to challenge Britain’s role as a ruler of India,
and to advocate for his fellow British subjects in India.

The Dadabhai Naoroji photo album and presentation box,
Islington Museum, 1892 .
When Naoroji was elected to Parliament, the people of Mumbai
(then known as Bombay) offered a gift to the people of Finsbury.
A photograph album full of images of life in Mumbai was sent to
Finsbury in an ornately-carved wooden box.

Some images show sites of special importance to Naoroji, while
others highlight both modern and traditional elements of life in
the city. The album reflects Naoroji's desire to encourage the
people of Britain to learn about life in India.

Images included in the Naoroji commemorative photograph album. Top to bottom: a grain dealers
shop, painting pottery and the Taj Mahal, 1892. (Images courtesy of Islington Museum)

8

While Naoroji's main aim in Parliament was to give a
voice to the Indian population, he also advocated for a
number of other issues, on behalf of the people of
Finsbury. These included:
Home Rule for Ireland
Votes for women
Pensions for the elderly
The abolition of the House of Lords

Prompts

His passion for radical causes won Naoroji support from
a number of high profile public figures, including famous

Naoroji was passionate about a number of radical

nurse Florence Nightingale.

issues.
Have any of these issues been realised today? Why
might that be?

Top right: the photograph
album on display in

Have any not been realised? Why might that be?
The Dadabhai Naoroji photo album and box are very

Islington Museum.

special. Look at the images on page 8 and in the back
of this pack.

Bottom left: a message
from 'a Public Meeting of

What was the purpose of this gift?

the Inhabitants of Bombay',

What can these photos tell us about life in India in

gifting the photo album to
the people of Finsbury in
thanks for electing Naoroji
as their MP. See full text in

the late 1800s? What do they not tell us?
Why is the photo album on display in Islington
Museum?

Resources section of this

Imagine you are creating a photo album showcasing

pack. (Images courtesy of

the stories of your community, school or city. What

Islington Museum)

images would you include and why?
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Legacy
Following the loss of his seat in Finsbury to the Conservative Party, Naoroji focused on writing. He developed an
economic theory explining how wealth was removed from India by Britain during its colonial rule. Through the 'Drain
Theory' Naoroji identified six factors that allowed the colonising country to drain wealth from those colonised.

The six factors leading to the drain of wealth:
1. A foreign country made key decisions for India, rather than India being
directly led by an Indian government.
2. Britain placed limits on immigration to and from India. This prevented
India from accessing the extra labour and potential wealth immigration

Poverty and UnBritish Rule
in India. Naoroji published a
book in 1901 called Poverty
and UnBritish Rule in India. In
this book, he outlined the

could bring.
3. Britain placed an occupying army and government into India, but India

'Drain Theory' and estimated
that India lost 200-300

had to pay Britain for this.
4. Britain was building a global empire, and reaping the rewards, but

million pounds of revenue to
Britain. He compared this

expected India to hand over funds to support this.
5. Rather than creating jobs for the Indian population, highly-paid jobs in
India were given to people coming from Britain to India.
6. Those who came from Britain to India for high-paying jobs tended to
send money that they made back to Britain, rather than investing locally.

10

drain of wealth to a vampire
draining the blood of its
victim.

Naoroji's theory drew attention to the
fact that, under Empire, money made in
India was funneled into Britain.

Prompts
Naoroji is perhaps most famous for his work explaining the
economic impact of colonialism.
What key factors were identified by Naoroji as responsible

This meant that wealth created in India,
by Indian communities, funded growth

for the drain of wealth?
What was the impact of this drain of wealth
On India?

and expansion in Britain, rather than

On Britain?

being invested in developing services
and resources at home.

Do you think that this was fair? Why, or why not?
What image did Naoroji use to explain his theory? Why did
he choose this particular image? Is it effective?

While India benefited from the
development of services such as the

Naoroji's work to increase representation in Parliament, and
fight for his beliefs, is commemorated by building plaques in
Islington. Look closely at the images on page 12.

railways, these benefits were

Why is it important that we remember and celebrate

undermined by the loss of

Naoroji's story and work?

independence and of millions of
pounds to Britain, which left many

Is there a local person you would like to see celebrated
with a commemorative plaque? Discuss with your class
and create plaques to display in your classroom.

areas of India in terrible poverty, while
Britain flourished.

Naoroji wanted India to have the freedom to govern itself and to keep its wealth and resources. He drew attention
to the hardships, such as terrible famines, experienced in India as a direct result of Britain's colonial rule.
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In 1906 Naoroji stood for election in Lambeth North, London.
Although unsuccessful, he was elected President of the
Indian National Congress for the third time and continued
to campaign for his beliefs. Naoroji retired to India the
following year. He became a mentor to key figures in the
story of Indian independence, including Mohandas
Karamchand (Mahatma) Gandhi.

Left: A plaque displayed at Finsbury Town Hall. Below: The street named after Naoroji in
Islintgon. (Images courtesy of Islington Local History Centre)

Dadabhai Naoroji died on 2 July 1917. He is remembered as
Britain's first Asian MP, a challenger of the injustices of Empire
and a businessman and scholar. Naoroji is commemorated on
an Amwell Society plaque displayed on a street named after
him in Islington, as well as by a plaque on display outside the
former Finsbury Town Hall building in Rosebery Avenue.

For many, Naoroji is remembered as the ‘Grand Old Man of
Indian Nationalism’. This sentiment is reflected in a letter from
Mahatma Gandhi to Naoroji in 1894, which stated that "the
Indians look up to you as children to the father."
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to-my-own-country-an-essay-by-andrea-levy

Resources
An academic and politician, Naoroji is remembered as Britain’s first Asian MP and a staunch Indian
nationalist. His role on the public stage in Britain drew attention to the relationship between India and Britain, as
he campaigned for Indian independence and increased representation in the British Parliament.

As you study Naoroji’s life, use some of the following resources to discover more about him and the key issues of
his time. The resources listed are linked to sections in this pack for ease of use in the classroom, and make up the
references for the text in this pack.
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to-my-own-country-an-essay-by-andrea-levy

Resources to support further learning around Naoroji's life and work

Learn more about Naoroji's life and work through archive materials and articles.
Investigate this Guardian article from 1892. The language sheds light on contemporary attitudes to Naoroji's
election in Finsbury: https://www.theguardian.com/theguardian/2013/jul/26/election-naoroji-finsbury-1892
Visit Islington Museum to see the photo album on display: https://www.islington.gov.uk/libraries-arts-andheritage/heritage/islington-museum/visiting-us
Investigate the Naoroji photo album and commemorative box, and other items from our collection, on the
Islington Museum blog: https://friendsofim.com/category/islington-stories/collections/
Contextualise Naoroji's story using the British Library's interactive timeline:
https://www.bl.uk/learning/timeline/item124193.html
The National Potrait Gallery holds a number of sketches and portraits of Naoroji.
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp03246/dadabhai-naoroji
Older students could explore Dinyar Patel's wealth of writing on and research into Naoroji's life, work and
legacy: https://dinyarpatel.com/naoroji/

Resources to support further investigation into Naoroji's significance and the wider history of the British Empire

Explore themes linked to this resource pack using online educational resources.
The Museum of British Colonialism provides a collection of links to support schools in exploring Britian's colonial
history around the globe, and as a tool for decolonialising the curriculum.
https://www.museumofbritishcolonialism.org/education
The Institute of Historical Research hosts a similar collection of resources, with the same aim.
https://www.history.ac.uk/library/collections/teaching-british-histories-race-migration-and-empire
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BBC Teach Class Clips - E if for Empire, suitable for KS 1 and 2: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/empire/zd676v4
The BBC Bitesize KS3 The British Empire Through Time revision guide provides a useful starting point:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf7fr82/revision/1

Use the following links to begin exploring primary sources and archive materials linked to the British
Empire.
Explore the National Archives' themed resources around Empire and Industry:
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/sessions-and-resources/?time-period=empire-and-industry
British Library's 'Asians in Britain 1858-1950' learning resource has historical sources, thematic articles and
images which can help contextualise Naoroji's impact :http://vllminos.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/asians/asiansinbritain.html
Investigate this satirical cartoon from Punch magazine in 1876. From the British Library's collection, this image
comments on the Indian National Congress at the time of Naoroji's election :https://www.bl.uk/collectionitems/satirical-cartoon-about-the-indian-national-congress
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Archive Materials
On the next few pages you will find a range of archive images. These are intended for use in your classroom as
discussion prompts, sources to investigate or as inspiration for creative work.

1. Portrait of Dadabhai Naoroji
2. Elphinstone College, Bombay (now Mumbai)
3. The Dadabhai Naoroji photograph album on display in the Islington Museum
4. Detail on the photo album's carved presentation box
5. Detail on the photo album's carved presentation box
6. Text on front page of the Dadabhai Naoroji photograph album
7. Painting pottery. Taken from the Dadabhai Naoroji photograph album
8. The Taj Mahal. Taken from the Dadabhai Naoroji photograph album
9. Sweetmeats and firework shop. Taken from the Dadabhai Naoroji photograph album
10. Borah Bazar Street, Bombay (now Mumbai), 1896
11. A grain dealers shop. Taken from the Dadabhai Naoroji photograph album
12. The Indian National Congress. Taken from the Dadabhai Naoroji photograph album
13. Plaque to Dadabhai Naoroji at Finsbury Town Hall, Rosebery Avenue, Islington
14. Naoroji Street, Islington.
15. Plaque to Dadabhai Naoroji on Naoroji Street, Islington
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Gentlemen,
We have the honour to communicate to you the following Resolution which was
passed at a Public Meeting of the Inhabitants of Bombay held in the Town Hall on
Saturday 23rd of July 1892, in grateful recognition of the invaluable service
rendered by you in electing a native of this country, for the first time, in the person
of Mr Dadabhai Naoroji as a Member of Parliament.
Bombay, October 1892
We beg to remain, Gentlemen, your most obedient servants ...
Resolution: That the thanks of the Meeting be conveyed to the
Electors of Central Finsbury for their generous and high minded action
in electing Mr Dadabhai Naoroji as their Member of Parliament.'
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