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The contents of this pack address the following themes:
First World War (1914-18)

This pack is part of Islington Heritage Service’s digital schools
offer, which includes a range of profiles of fascinating and
inspiring contemporary and historical figures with links to
Islington.
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Curriculum links

Victor's story and the sources included in this pack suppliment learning around the following curriculum subjects:
KS1 History:

GCSE:

events that are nationally and globally significant

AQA GCSE History: 8145

significant people in their own locality

3.2.2 Section B: Wider

world depth studies:
BA Conflict and tension: the First World War, 1894–

KS2 History:

1918

a local history study

Edexcel GCSE History

a study of an aspect or theme in British history that

Paper 1: 11: The British sector of the Western Front,

extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066

1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches
Paper 1: 12: Warfare and British society, c1250–

KS3 History:

present

challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to

OCR GCSE History: Explaining the Modern World

the present day

J410

a local history study

War and British Society c.790 to c.2010 (3)

at least one study of a significant society or issue in world

AS and A Level:

history and its interconnections with other world

OCR AS and A Level History: The changing nature of

developments

warfare 1792—1945

This pack is designed to flexibly support learners from Key Stage 1 to A-level. As such, not all content will be
suitable for your age group. Feel free to pick and choose the resources most relevant to your learners.
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Early Life
Hugh 'Victor' Hember was born at 28 Archibald Road, Tufnell
Park, Islington on 18 January 1890. Victor was the second son of
Gilbert and Eliza Hember, and little brother to Frank.

A few years after Victor was born, the family moved to 9
Carleton Road, Tufnell Park, where Victor and Frank grew up.

Right: Frank Hember photographed
with some of his and Victor's friends
from the tennis club, prior to the First
World War.
Left: D. Hall & Co. on Stroud Green
Road, Islington, where Victor was
employed as a warehouse-man.

(Images: Garnsworthy family/Islington
Local History Centre)

As a young man Victor worked as a wholesale warehouse-man for D.
Hall & Co, a large general store in Stroud Green.

In his spare time Victor loved to play tennis with his friends and was an
active member of the Carleton Tennis Club in Tufnell Park.
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Enlisting
In 1910, aged 20, Victor joined the London Rifle Brigade in Finsbury. He enlisted with his older brother Frank and
good friend Gerald Paterson, along with other members of his tennis club. The boys attended summer camps
with the Brigade each year.

Prompts
Many young men, like Victor and his
friends, enlisted prior to the war
and attended Brigade camps
together each summer.
Why might they have chosen to
enlist when Britain was not yet
at war?
What activities might they have
been involved in at camp?

Tommy/Tommies: British soldiers have
long been nicknamed 'Tommies', with
Victor and friends photographed the year before the war, at the London Rifle Brigade Territorial Army

references to the name appearing as

Camp. Frank Hember can be seen standing back left, Gerald Paterson is seated in the middle with

early as 1743. During the First World War,

Victor on his right.

German soldiers were known as 'Jerries'.

(Images: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)
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The Outbreak of War

Prior to the First World War, a number of countries had
been building powerful empires across the globe. The
balance of power between these empires was managed
by the creation of treaties. These agreements ensured
that countries would come to one another's aid if under
attack. In Europe, Germany, Italy and Austria vowed to
stand together as the Triple Entente, while Britain,
France and Russia created the Triple Alliance.

In June 1914, the murder of an Austrian Archduke called
Franz Ferdinand set off a chain of events which led to
the Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance being drawn
into conflict with one another.

A poster advertising cinema showings at Holloway Grand Pictures in Islington in
early 1914, just after the outbreak of war. The showing of 'David Copperfield' was
preceded by 'Latest Pictures From the War'.

(Image: Islington Local History Centre)
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In Britain, the public had varied reactions to the threat of war. Many were keen to see the British Empire
defended, while others feared the cost of British lives on the front lines.

Once war was declared, however, most of the country united behind the troops. No part of British life was left
untouched by the conflict. Young men began to enlist, strikes were cancelled and the war effort began in earnest.
This was to be a global war, with troops from colonies around the world being drawn into the conflict. While Victor
fought on the front-lines in France, fighting was happening around the globe in places such as Turkey, Egypt,
Palestine, Syria and Iran.

In Islington, Victor, Frank and their friend
Gerald, like many young men, were keen to
join the action on the front-lines. Frank was
declared medically unfit, but Victor and
Gerald were soon travelling to fight in France.

Left: Victor Hember in uniform.
Right: Gerald Paterson, a friend of Victor and Frank. Most images in this
pack were taken by Gerald. He smuggled his film back to Britain by
cutting a space in the middle of his shaving stick. Soldiers were banned
from taking photos on the Front lines from April 1915.

(Images: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)
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Prompts
Why did various countries in Europe create alliances with one another?
What might the risks or benefits of these alliances have been?
In Britain, the declaration of war was met with patriotism and
excitement, but also with fear and anxiety.
How might Victor's family have felt, hearing the news?
How might the boys have felt when preparing to head off to the
front lines?
How might Frank have felt about being declared medically unfit?
Troops from countries colonised by European empires were draw into
the conflict.
How might troops from these countries have felt about being
asked to fight a war on behalf of European empires?
Do you think that all the soldiers joined up voluntarily?
Many of the photos in this pack were taken by Gerald Paterson. From
1915 he had to find creative ways to smuggle his photographs home.
Why do you think Tommies were banned from photographing the
front-lines in 1915?
Why do you think Gerald felt it was important to continue taking
photographs and sending them home?
Top: Victor photographed in uniform, surrounded by sandbags in a
trench on the front-lines.
Bottom: A tank photographed by Gerald Paterson.

(Image: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)
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Letters home
Like many young men called up to fight, Victor and Gerald were regular letter writers, sending news home
to England throughout the war.

Victor and Gerald both wrote to Frank with great regularity. Victor’s letters started out matter-of-fact and glossed
over the horrors endured on the front-line, becoming bleaker and more true to life only as the war progressed.
Gerald’s letters reported a more graphic depiction of day-to-day life in the trenches. The boys' writing provide us
with a vivid picture of the experiences of a 'Tommy' on the Western Front and an insight into the way many families
received news from the front-line.

"The regulars and the Germans were kicking up a dickens of a row. The
Germans sang in harmony whilst our men replied with 'Tipperary'. We agreed not
to shoot at one another and consequently the Germans came out to shake our
hands, we were pleased to respond and exchange souvenirs."

Letter from Victor, Christmas Eve 1914.
(Text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)
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"We were in the trenches 9-10 days straight
off...As we have not had a change of

Prompts

clothing for 6 weeks we are a trifle

Read the quotes on pages 7 and 8 closely.

sticky...Our route lay through a couple of

Why might German and British soldiers shake hands at

villages that have been shelled to blazes. It

Christmas? How do you feel when reading about this?
Has anything changed in Victor's tone between his two

would have been impossible to find a whole

letters dated Christmas 1914 and May 1915? Why might

building anywhere and there is a permeating

this be?

smell of explosives...The first village was full

How might Victor's family have felt reading these letters?
Read these quotes and look closely at the photographs taken

of activity, dressing stations, motor

by Gerald Paterson of life on the front-lines, in the back of

ambulances...In parts the smell was terrible.

this pack.
What words would you use to describe the front-lines?

Later we passed another place...It is

Does it look or sound like somewhere you would want to

impossible for anyone to understand the

be?

awfulness of an absolutely ruined

Discover more quotes from Victor's letters in the Printable
Resources section of this pack. Use the Resources section
of this pack to find more first person accounts of the war
to explore in class.

village...Whether it would be less terrible in
daylight, I can't say."

Letter from Victor, May 1915.
(Text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History
Centre)
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Gommecourt, the Somme
The Battle of the Somme took place between 1
July and 18 November 1916 on the upper
reaches of the River Somme in northern
France. Prior to the first day of combat, a
staggering 1.6 million British shells were fired at
the German lines, in order to weaken their
defenses.

million men killed or wounded. It was one of
the bloodiest encounters in history. British
casualties on the first day amounted to
approximately 57,000 men, including 19,000
killed.

Throughout the battle, casualties included
almost 420,000 servicemen from British and
Commonwealth forces, over 200,000
French soldiers and up to 680,000 German
troops.

) 7 4 6 I P M s e vi h c r A l a n oi t a N e h T y s e t r u o c : e g a m I (

War on the Western Front, with more than 1
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It was to be the largest battle of the First World
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Looking for Victor
"I have heard of our post being stopped and everything out is being censored. Don't be scared or worried if a sentence
has had a rubber to wash it out...Re our hut, we have just about got the canvas awning rigged up. It's rather funny
shaving in the morning as a gun goes off and down comes the mirror. Tell mother I received Isobel's letter. I must close
now. Love to you all, Vic."

Victor's last letter to his brother, Frank. 29th June 1916.
(Text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)

"All who are left of his crowd speak highly of the way he
conducted himself and the good work he did before he

Victor was last seen on the very first day of the

was wounded. He waved me a cheerful 'Au Revoir' as he

Battle of the Somme, 1 July 1916.

marched out of the camp. He knew what he was going
Following his disappearance, Victor’s father and

into, he had been through severe fighting before and he

brother began a desperate search to find him.

faced the prospect cheerfully. I hope and trust he will

They wrote letters to the Red Cross, YMCA and

recover and before long we will hear that he's not

to soldiers who they knew had fought alongside

having too bad a time in Germany. He deserves rest

Victor. The family endured nine months of

from the turmoil."

uncertainty, unsure what to believe.

Letter from Gerald Paterson following the Battle of
the Somme. 22nd July 1916.

In one of his more hopeful letters, Gerald wrote
that Victor may have been taken prisoner by a

(Text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)

German patrol.
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Loss of hope

Prompts
Read Victor's last letter to Frank, on page 11.

In April 1917, letters from fellow Rifleman, Fred

What do you notice about the tone?

Ault eventually dashed the family's hopes of finding

Do you think Victor felt as positive as he sounds?

Victor alive and well.

How do you feel reading this letter?
The Somme was the largest battle of the First World War,
with a huge number of casualties on both sides. How might

"At 3pm Sgt Hember and 16 men including myself were in a shell

families, at home, have felt when hearing news about the

hole trying by means of trench digging to establish

battle?

communication between ourselves and the rest of the wave..I

Read the quotes from Victor's family's search for their son,

went out and had an explosive bullet in my arm...your son

in the back of this pack.

bandaged me up and put me in a corner out of the way

How might they have felt during their search?

promising to send stretcher bearers for me. He and 3 men went

Do you think it was easy to find clear information about

out and simultaneously a shell burst killing the 3 men...I have

what had happened during the Battle of the Somme?

every reason to believe your son was killed at the same time. I

Why or why not?

deeply regret his loss, not only because of his sympathetic

Why was it important to Victor's family to find out

attention to myself but he was cheery and gave words of

exactly what had happened to him?

encouragement to us all at the time we were together.
Therefore I tender you my deepest sympathy in the loss of your
son and a gallant comrade."

Extract from a letter from Rifleman Fred Ault, when
interned in Switzerland, 3 April, 1917.

On 5 April 1917 it was officially recognised that
Sergeant Hugh Victor Hember was killed on 1 July 1916,
the first day of the Battle of the Somme. His body was

(Text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History
Centre)

never recovered.
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Legacy
Victor's name is memorialised forever on the Thiepval Memorial (pictured below) to the missing of the Somme. The
memorial is situated near the village of Thiepval in northern France and commemorates the 72,185 missing British
and South African servicemen who died in the Battle of the Somme, for whom there are no graves.

Consider the extracts from Victor's letters
throughout this pack.
What can they tell us about the war?
What can't they tell us?
How do you feel when reading Victor's
letters?
What is the purpose of a memorial? What do

)0102
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Prompts

memorials help us to do?
Why might it be important to create memorials
specifically for those who went missing?

Victor's name is also recorded in the Islington Online Book

Use the resources in the back of this pack as
a starting point for exploring 'remembrance'.

of Remembrance, which contains the names of all those
from Islington who lost their lives on the front-lines during
the First World War.
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to-my-own-country-an-essay-by-andrea-levy

Additional resources
Hugh Victor Hember is remembered as a local Islington boy who tragically lost his life on the first day of the Battle
of the Somme. His story, the letters he left behind and the determined work of his family to discover what
happened to him, can give us a poignant insight into the experiences of those who lost their lives on the front-line
and the experiences of their families back home.

As you study Victor’s life, use some of the following suggested resources as a starting point to discover more
about the First World War. The resources listed are linked to sections in this pack for ease of use in the classroom.

(Images: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)
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to-my-own-country-an-essay-by-andrea-levy

The Outbreak of War: resources to support further learning about WW1

There is a wealth of primary sources, school lesson plans, articles and media about the First World War
produced by museums and archives. Try some of the following as a starting point:
The British Library has resources, articles, sources and lesson plans focused around the First World War. Explore
here: https://www.bl.uk/world-war-one
The Imperial War Museum has a wide range of learning resources geared towards discovering more about the First
World War. Find them here:
https://www.iwm.org.uk/learning/resources
https://www.iwm.org.uk/learning/home-learning-hub
Delve into the National Archives’ digitised collections or explore their First World War 100 resources:
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-war/

Explore multimedia resources from the BBC for accessible introductions to key themes.
BBC Bitesize has a range of learning resources exploring the First World War, broken down by Key Stage:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
Explore BBC Teach to discover their range of video clips, including those looking at the First World War, broken
down by Key Stage:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach.
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to-my-own-country-an-essay-by-andrea-levy

Investigate World War One from a global perspective.
Away from the Western Front explores often overlooked stories from the First World War, including those of the the
Finsbury Rifles in Islington who fought in Egypt, Palestine and Syria. Find their resources here:
https://awayfromthewesternfront.org/
The British Library has collated a set of resources to support explorations about the role and experiences of colonial
troops in the First World War: https://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/themes/race-empire-and-colonial-troops

This article by the Imperial War Museum is a good place to begin when investigating how people shared their
cultures during the First World War: https://www.iwm.org.uk/learning/resources/how-did-people-share-theircultures-and-traditions-during-the-first-world-war

View clips or full episodes of David Olusoga's documentary 'The World's War' on the BBC. This documentary explores
the First World War as a global war and focuses on the stories of troops from around the world:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04dh242

Use The National Archive's 'A global view' tool to explore the links between different nations and their role in the
conflict: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-war/a-global-view/

Look out for our Islington Stories pack exploring John 'Jock' Alexander Christie's story. Jock fought with the
Finsbury Rifles in Egypt, Palestine and Syria, during the First World War. Use the archive resources to
explore the experience of war away from the Western Front.
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to-my-own-country-an-essay-by-andrea-levy

Legacy: reflect on the different ways we memorialise those lost during the First
World War.

Islington has its own memorials to those from the borough who lost their lives during the First World War.
Explore online or visit in person to learn more about local stories.
Islington Museum and Local History Centre maintain the Islington Book of Remembrance. This digital resource
commemorates over 13,000 people from Islington who died as a result of war. Explore this resource and discover
the stories of local people: http://bookofremembrance.islington.gov.uk/BookOfRemembrance/

Islington is home to several physical memorials which remember those from the area who have lost their lives in
war. Discover more about them using this Islington Council resource and visit them in person:
http://bookofremembrance.islington.gov.uk/BookOfRemembrance/MemorialsInIslington.aspx

Discover the resources developed by Islington Council as part of the First World War Centenary celebrations.
These include the 'Streets They Left Behind' plaques, Islington and St Pancras Cemetery walks and other resources
about Islington in the First World War:
http://islingtonlife.london/discover-islington/local-history/islington-during-the-first-world-war/

Explore the idea of 'remembrance' from a range of perspectives.
The War Memorial Trust have a bank of resources geared towards supporting students to better understand the
purpose, history and future of war memorials in the UK: http://www.learnaboutwarmemorials.org/
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to-my-own-country-an-essay-by-andrea-levy

The British Legion champions Remembrance Day each year in the UK. Explore their bank of dedicated resources
here: https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/teaching-remembrance

Quakers in Britain have compiled resources which support schools in exploring the topic of remembrance from a
pacifist perspective: https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/free-resources/teaching-resources-2#heading-1

The Imperial War Museum have a selection of blog posts featuring stories and objects which explore the question
'Whose remembrance?': https://blogs.iwm.org.uk/topic/whose-remembrance
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Printable Resources

On the next few pages you will find images and quotations. These are intended for use in your classroom as
discussion prompts, sources to investigate or inspiration for creative work.
1. Sergeant Hugh Victor Hember, c.1916.
2. The warehouse in Stroud Green where Victor worked prior to the war.
3. Frank photographed with some of his and Victor's friends from the tennis club, prior to the war.
4. Victor and friends photographed in 1913, at the London Rifle Brigade Territorial Army Camp.
5. A collection of photographs of life away from the front-lines.
6. A quote from one of Victor's letters, 1915.
7. A selection of quotes from Victor's letters, 1915.
8. A collection of images taken by Gerald, depicting war scenes.
9. A collection of images, taken by Gerald, depicting war scenes.
10. A quote from Victor's last letter to Frank. 29th June 1916.
11. A collection of quotes from a range of letters, charting the search for Victor betweeen 1916-17.

Suggestions for use
Here are a few ideas for getting started with the resources included in this pack.

Enquiry-based conversations.
Encourage your pupils to look closely at your chosen resources. Using their observational skills and prior knowledge,
what can they learn?
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When using objects and images:
Ask students to discuss ‘Who? What? When? Where? Why?’
In groups or pairs, ask students to describe what they see. Using their descriptions, ask students to
infer the stories behind objects or images?
Ask students to discuss:
Does this object or image confirm or contradict what I knew before?
What does this object/image tell me about values or attitudes of the time?
When using quotes or text, ask students to explore:
Who wrote this text?
What is the intention behind this piece of writing?
What happened next?
Does this text confirm or contradict what I knew before?
What does this text tell me about perceptions or attitudes at the time?

Compare and contrast.
Use these resources alongside modern objects or images of a similar nature. What can we learn about changes
over time? Ask students to consider:
Does it remind you of something familiar?
What is different? What is similar? Why?
What do these objects tell you about changes in technology, values, perceptions and attitudes?
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Use sources to build a chronology or a narrative.
When exploring a theme, encourage students to build a narrative by piecing together information from a
selection of objects, images, stories or figures:
Examine and compare personal, organisational and media stories. What can you piece together from these
different perspectives?
Use primary and secondary sources together.
Exploring archive stories together with contemporary issues can help students develop a deeper
understanding of a topic and to draw links between ‘then’ and ‘now’. How does this story link with today?

Use them as inspiration.
Primary sources and heritage can provide fantastic inspiration for creative work. Delving into some of these local
stories through art, drama, poetry, prose or movement can help students to better inhabit and explore them.
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The Warehouse in Stroud Green, where Victor worked prior to the war.

(Image: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)
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Victor and friends photographed in 1913, at the London Rifle Brigade Territorial Army Camp.

(Image: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)

A poster advertising cinema showings at Holloway Grand Pictures in Islington in early 1914,
just after the outbreak of war. The showing of 'David Copperfield' was preceded by 'Latest
Pictures From the War'.

(Image: Islington Local History Centre)

Photographs taken by Gerald, of life away from the front lines.

(Images: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)

"As the shades of night are falling fast I shall have to buck up if I want to finish my first letter back for some time. We are in the
trenches 9 days straight off, only letters were sent up and parcels held back. As we have not had a change of clothing for 6 weeks we
are a trifle sticky. Outside town the roads are choked with ammunition columns, ration carts and pack horses which impeded our
progress tremendously. Our route lay through a couple of villages that have been shelled to blazes. It would have been impossible to
find a whole building anywhere and there is a permeating smell of explosives.

The first village was full of activity, dressing stations, motor ambulances and transports all overs the place. In parts the smell was
terrible. Later we passed through another place...This struck me as more terrible as it was practically empty except for ourselves. It is
impossible for anyone to understand the awfulness of an absolutely ruined village. The tremendous holes in the road, ruins, dead
horses and dead bodies. Whether it would be less terrible in daylight, I can't say.

At first in our newly dug trench we imagined ourselves pretty secure from observation. To our cost some troops from overseas
advanced from behind us. I say to our cost they were seen and a machine gun was turned on them and we were shelled for most of
the day. One fell in our trench two yards from me, killing one and wounding four. His was a very hard case as he had re-joined us
about 3 weeks previously having been wounded before Christmas. The two days we spent in the trench were very uncomfortable,
there was no room to lie down so we had to sit squashed up and keep smiling. We were ticked up regularly by a few shells, on the
whole not many landed in the trench. At night time by watching the German flares go up we could see how absolutely surrounded we
were by them. Several times I got smothered in my funk hole by shells bursting on the parapet above. Once I had to run round and pull
a soldier out as the shell burst nearer to him than me.

From or behind a hour 60 or 70 yards to our front came dense volumes of smoke. This was the asphyxiating Chlorine gas. Luckily the
gas failed to take effect. That very day we had been served respirators, small pads of cotton wool with elastic attached. These we
wetted with water from our bottles and wore them over our noses and breathed through them. Luckily the wind was favorable and the
gas did not blow directly on the trench A few minutes after the smoke came, the alarm that the enemy were attacking from the front,
a terrific bombardment was launched on us from all over the show. We couldnt have had a few more trying hours and our fellows
stood it bravely..."

Extract from a letter from Victor, May 1915.
(Text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)

"We came across a house with a notice posted outside 'Vin bon' so myself and another slipped off to sample. We got a
couple of bottles at the modest price of 1 franc each, it was really good so got some more as a precaution of them selling
out. Gerald appeared on the scene with rations and we were able to entertain with supper and wine. We turned 'in' soon
after wine and 'out' again at 2.30am, marching off ...we were shelled and had to make ourselves scarce in ditches
alongside. The cooks, bless them, had some hot cocoa for us on our return but our rest seemed as far off as ever. Still it's all
in a day's run and we hope every day for a relief of a real kind.

Next day was lovely and bright, on the way to the trench we had two casualties from stray bullets, one was Eyres, a chum of
Will, who died later. That kind of thing is rotten luck."

Extract from a letter from Victor, May 1915.
"We slept that night in the loft of a chateau, a tight fit but good to have a roof over our head...We paraded at 8am then
marched before a bus came for us 'Tottenham Court Road please'...we were told 20 men in each. Of course there weren't
enough of us left so there was plenty of room and a rush for the outside seats, very pleasant as the road was lined with fruit
trees.

At our new base we do an hour and a half of drill per day and then those who want can trot off to town and - er- look at the
girls. Gerald and I saw some girls cutting up some rhubarb. Well, I thought, I should like to try some but didn't know what to
call the stuff. After a bad sample of French I made signs representing a person chopping a stick of rhubarb. The girl looked
extremely puzzled as well she might, and brought out a bit of parsley, then various salads. 'No' said I, then she said 'rhubarb',
it struck me that it was a pity I didn't know that rhubarb was the same or at least similar in French. In fact she called me in to
see it on the fire cooking, we then tried to make each other understand various fruits."

Extract from a letter from Victor, May 1915.
(Text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)

Extract from a letter from Victor, May 1915.
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"I have heard of our post being stopped and everything out is being
censored. Don't be scared or worried if a sentence has had a rubber to
wash it out ... Re our hut, we have just about got the canvas awning
rigged up. It's rather funny shaving in the morning as a gun goes off and
down comes the mirror. Tell mother I received Isobel's letter. I must close
now. Love to you all, Vic."

Victor's last letter to his brother Frank, 29 June 1916.
(Text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)

"It is with feelings of regret that I have to inform you that your son has been posted as wounded and missing"

Extract from a letter reporting Victor missing, from Sargeant Major T L Diplock, 18 July 1916.
'We have just heard from the mother of one of the captured men who was reported as missing. She has had a postcard from
her son in Germany on 27th July, so we hope we may be getting news of several, including your brother, before very long'.

Extract from a letter from Sargeant Major T L Diplock, 2 August 1916.
"I was working with Sgt Hember on the fateful day...Two hours later a shell burst killing several men and I believe Hember was
among them"

Extract from a letter from Rifleman Fred Ault, 9 October 1916.
"I certainly think there was every prospect he was picked up by the Germans, they treat our wounded very decently. He
seemed very cheerful...it is jolly probable that he is a prisoner."

Extract from a letter from Rifleman A G Smith, when a prisoner in Germany, 10 October 1916.
"Last October whilst a prisoner in Germany I received a letter asking for information about your son. Owing to German post
regulations in prison camps my reply had to be brief...At 3pm Sgt Hember and 16 men including myself were in a shell hole
trying by means of trench digging to establish communication between ourselves and the rest of the wave....Two men went
out and were immediately shot...I went out and had an explosive bullet in my arm...your son bandaged me up and put me in
a corner out of the way promising to send stretcher bearers for me. He and 3 men went out and simultaneously a shell burst
killing the 3 men whose bodies I saw...I have every reason to believe your son was killed at the same time. I deeply regret his
loss, not only because of his sympathetic attention to muself but he was cheery and gave words of encouragement to us all
at the time we were togther. Therefore I tender you my deepest sympathy in the loss of your son and a gallant comrade."

Extract from a letter from Rifleman Fred Ault, when interned in Switzerland, 3 April, 1917.
(All text: Garnsworthy family/Islington Local History Centre)
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