JANE
BROWN
Market
during

Trader
the

1920-1930s

Contents

About

About

p. 1

Curriculum links

p.2

The "Stones"

p.3

details in this pack are taken from her book I had a pitch on

Childhood and family

p.4

the stones (1946). It includes a set of archive sources for use

Jane's first day on the

p.5

in the classroom and a list of external resources for further

"Stones"

This pack explores the history of the Cally Market through
one of its most well known traders, Jane Brown. Many of the

exploration.

The contents of this pack touch on the following themes:
Life in Islington
Markets and Trades

Life as a market trader

p.8

Inter-war Britain

p.12

The history of the Cally

p.13

Market
Additional Resources

p.15

Printable Resources

p.17

Inter-war Britain

This pack is part of Islington Heritage Service’s digital schools offer, which includes a range of
profiles of fascinating and inspiring contemporary and historical figures with links to Islington.
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Curriculum links

Jane's story and the sources included in this pack suppliment learning around the following curriculum subjects:
KS 1 History:
changes within living memory

GCSE:

significant people in their own locality

OCR GCSE History: Explaining the Modern World

KS 1 Geography:

J410

use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house,
office, port, harbour and shop

War and British Society c.790 to c.2010

AS and A Level:

KS 2 History:

OCR AS and A Level History: Britain 1900—1951

a local history study
a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’
chronological knowledge beyond 1066

KS 2 Geography:
human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic
activity, trade links, and the distribution of natural resources such as energy,
food, minerals and water

KS 3 History:
challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day
a local history study
at least one study of a significant society or issue in world history and its
interconnections with other world developments

This pack is designed to flexibly support learners from Key Stage 1 to A-level. As such, not all content will be
suitable for your age group. Feel free to pick and choose the resources most relevent to your learners.

2

The "Stones"
“Here then is my effort to tell the story, not only of
my years at the “Stones,” but of the “Stones” itself,
and it is only now as I am finishing that I am able to
realize how little I have told you – how little, in fact,
it is possible to tell. For the “Stones” is not simply a
market. It is a world – a small world, a limited world,
but none the less, a complete little world in itself –

Date

and to the telling about a world there is not end.”

Jane Brown, I had a pitch on the Stones

In the first half of the 20th century the Cally
Market stood where Caledonian Park in
Islington does today. A huge open air
market, where traders and pedlars from all
walks of life would come to buy or sell
goods. The market took place every Tuesday
and Friday on the stone pitches of the
Metropolitan Cattle Market, an old Victorian
animal market. The traders who worked at
the market called it the “Stones”.
An illustration of the Metropolitan Cattle Market, dating from the 1800's
(Image: courtesy Getty Images)
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Childhood and Family

Jane Brown was born on 27 February 1902 to a wealthy family. Despite being a weak and ill child Jane was
determined to take up dancing. Her parents did not think dancing was a suitable career for her and insisted
she should not have to earn her living, but eventually let her attend a ballet school where she trained to become
a dance teacher.

During her teenage years Jane’s family fell on hard times, her
father had lost a lot of his money during the Great War (the
First World War) and she now needed to find a job to help
support them. Jane struggled to find work so she decided to

Prompts
Jane grew up in a very different society to the

start her own dancing school at her family home.

one we live in today.

As a young adult Jane took up the card game 'bridge'. Her
father had left and her older sister was now married. Jane's

Why did Jane's parents think she shouldn't
be earning her living? What do you think
they expected her to do instead?

mother had also become ill and it was now Jane's

Why do you think dancing was not

responsibility to look after her. It was at her bridge club that

considered a suitable job by Jane's

Jane met Don Brown, a keen bridge player and the son of a

parents?

successful antiques dealer. Jane and Don soon fell in love

Why was Jane's sister not expected to look

and got married. But times were hard and they now had to

after their mother?
How would you feel if you were expected to

find a way to support themselves.

work, as a teenager, to support your family?
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Jane's first day on the “Stones”

friend Jenifer. When Jane and Don married, her mother had offered

together. Jenifer, who was a trader at the market, offered to help sell

them herself. The night before their first day on the stones neither
Jane nor Don could sleep.

market with thousands of people passing to and fro, looking at us and

and over again I pictured, one by one, the things we had to sell. It

out in open daylight. No one would want to buy them, or if they did, they

Jane Brown
It was a hot June morning when they arrived at the market in a hired van. Jane recalls the wide variety of venders
queuing up, carts with signs reading “Rock Salt: The Cure For Your Feet”, coffee stalls, ice-cream stalls, cars filled
with a random assortment of things to sell, barrows piled high with fruit and vegetables, and large vans carrying
furniture and antiques.
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would offer some ridiculously small sum. It was a long night.”

tlas

seemed to me that they would look horribly poor and shabby standing

,redart

our goods, was so different from anything we had ever thought of. Over

:egamI(

“We were suffering from a kind of stage-fright. To stand in a public

ysetruoc

the items through her stall, but Jane decided to have a go at selling

trautS

them all of her old possessions to help raise money for their new life
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Jane and Don discovered the Cally Market through Jane’s close

The noise of the people, horses and vehicles was
deafening. The streets were filled with people and vehicles
waiting to enter. Everyone had to wait until the Cally Clock
Tower struck 10 am, when the gates would be opened and
trading could start. While waiting Jane and Don quickly
realised that they needed to get a trading pitch – traders
who had not reserved a pitch could pay 'runners' to get one
for them. When the market opened the runners would run to
unbooked pitches and throw down a hat, scarf or coat to
claim it. Don found them a runner, and they watched as the
market gates opened ...

“In front of us, right up to the gate, was a solid mass of men

Runners

and

(Image:

courtesy

traders

race

Getty

to

get

a

pitch

Images)

and women. They were headed by the runners. There was a
clang of iron. I had a quick glimpse of the commissionaire

A Pitch – This was an area of cobbled stones,

doing something at the gate, and like a figure in a quick-

twelve feet by twelve feet with a wooden rail at the

moving film-shot, I saw the huge form of our runner right

back, and the other three sides marked by painted

against the gate …

white lines. Traders who didn’t book a pitch in
advance could hire runners, or run themselves, to

The gate clanged open. There was a quick, short sound of

any available pitch once the market opened. The

massed human voices, a sort of vast “Ah-h.” Then the whole

photograph above shows runners pouring into the

solid body of humanity before and behind us began moving.”

market at 10 am on a busy market morning.

Jane Brown
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Prompts
Why did the traders call the market the "stones"?
Read Jane's quote on page 5 (also reproduced in
the resources section). Imagine you are getting
ready to work at the market. How would you feel
before your first day?
Jane’s descriptions of the market are some of the
most detailed on record and many of the
fascinating things she saw can also be spotted in
old photos from the time.
Have a look at the photos in this section, can
you describe what is happening in each
photograph?
What can you see for sale?
Various
(All

traders

images:

and

buyers

courtesy

“I wondered if there was anywhere else in the world where such an infinite variety
of goods was gathered together in one place, and sold in the same day, with the
same gusto. There seemed something generous about it: not so much in the
prices, although they were below shop levels, as in the profusion, and the ease
with which everything swung along. The market did not open until ten in the
morning and closed at five at night. In the few hours between, thousands of tons
of goods must have changed hands, not to mention tens of thousands of pounds.”

Jane Brown

7

at

Stuart

the

Swan)

Cally

Life as a market trader
“If rain was enemy no. 1, rain was enemy no. 2. Even if one had
Being a trader at the Cally Market was not an

cover only a very few visitors would come in the rain. It had

easy life, although many people made a living

several sorts of nastiness, too, and I am not sure continuous

on the “Stones”. The weather was a constant

heavy rain was the worst. We at least knew where we were

threat in many ways ...

with that. But showers and sudden storms might catch you with
everything on the stall uncovered, and a lot of it, perhaps,

“… no place in London can be more arctic in midwinter with, perhaps, a north-east wind cutting
across the open space of the market like an invisible

liable to be damaged by wetness.”

Jane Brown
Two

traders

(Image:

blade, and right through you. On such a day, too,
people keep their hands in their pockets, and keep
their money in with them.”

Jane Brown
Finding stock to sell could be very hard too.
When no one was buying their goods, stock was
easy to find, but because sales were down Jane
and Don could not afford to buy it. When
business was good, it was hard to find good
stock to buy and they sometimes ran out of
things to sell.
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Despite the hardships, Jane loved
being a trader at the Cally Market. The
market was full of life, and people from
all walks of life could be seen buying
and selling. It was one of the biggest
markets in the world.

Market Slang - An important part of
being a trader at the Market was
learning the Market slang. Jane and Don
had to learn phrases such as Nancy Lee
(cup of tea) and Duke of Kent (rent)
among others ...

“But even those were simple compared with,
say, almond rocks, for socks, tizzy, for threepenny bit, cock and hen, for ten pounds, a
bull and cow, for row, or hocked his watch,
for pawned his watch.”

Jane Brown
A

typical

(Image:

market

courtesy
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The Market, like London today, was a multicultural place.
Visitors came from all over the world, and traders
represented every race and nationality living in London at
the time.

“Besides the Indians, or Persians, selling the kerchiefs and shawls,
and the love-charm vendors, other Orientals were selling scents,
some of them quite expensive relative to outdoor trading prices
generally. Blind men, who might have been of any nationality
were standing here and there selling laces, buttons and matches,
Prince Monolulu, in his brilliant-coloured Abyssinian dress with
high feathered headgear, was striding up and down calling, “I’ve
got a horse!” and cracking risqué jokes …”

Jane Brown

Changing language: Jane's quotes are from her book,
written in 1946. Some of the language she used is no longer
acceptable today. For example, the term 'Oriental', used
above, was in common use in Britain at the time to describe
people from Eastern Asia, but is an offensive term today.
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The market was also famous for a good bargain, and there were

Prompts

many rumours of rare finds and hidden riches. There was the story

Being a trader meant you were your own

of a women who bought a string of beads for a shilling (5p) only to

boss, but it was hard work. Imagine the

find out later on that they were black pearls worth two thousand

Cally Market still existed today:

pounds. Then there was the trader who sold a bunch of old keys for
Would you want to be a trader? If

a half-crown (12.5p) to a lucky customer who was amazed to find

so, why, and what would you sell?

out one of them was pure gold. There were a lot of people visiting

What modern treasures might you

the market hoping they would discover the next lucky find!

find for sale?
Can you make up your own
slang words for these modern
items?

The Cally Market would have been on a
scale not seen in the United Kingdom
since, with the smell of food stalls, the
shouts and calls of demonstrators and
traders, the noise of record players and
animals. The excitement of all this was a
draw in itself. Visiting the Cally Market
was a fantastic day out.
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Inter-war Britain

Prompts

Jane and Don worked at the market between the end of the First
World War and the start of the Second World War. This period is

The Great Depression had a big
impact on peoples lives.

referred to as the inter-war period (1919-39). By reading Jane’s

Think of a recent global event that

accounts of working at the market, we can learn about what was

has changed your life or the lives of
others.

happening across the country during this time.

What was the impact of this
event?
How did the impact vary across

"The boom of the Jubilee days had been

the world?

too short. In reality it was nothing but a
momentary break in the long slump that
had gone on since the days of the great
Wall Street crash.”

Jane Brown

The Great Depression –This was the worst global economic
crash of the 20th Century, created by the Wall Street crash of
1929. During the Great Depression, many people lost their jobs.
Those who lost their jobs had very little money to get by and

The Great Depression was traumatic for
many people. In the early 1930s Don
became sick and Jane, who now had her
two children to look after, could no longer
trade at the market. They had to go on
unemployment benefit and Jane had to
take the dreaded 'Means Test'.

many needed unemployment benefits.

The Means Test – The government introduced the 'Means Test' in
1931 to save money. You could only receive unemployment
benefits if you passed this test. Many people were forced to sell
possessions and spend savings before they could pass the test
and recieve the support they needed.
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The history of the Cally Market

The Friday market at Cally can be traced back to
the Fair of Bartholomew, a 17th Century pedlars
market which took place at West Smithfield,
London. This was also where the city’s live animal
market, Smithfield Market, took place.
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Market,

later

Cally

Market

In the 19th Century the animal market at Smithfield became
dangerously overcrowded and the public demanded that it
was moved. In 1855 the Metropolitan Cattle Market, with its
famous clock tower, opened. It stood on Copenhagen Fields,
now known as Caledonian Park.
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The Smithfield Market was closed, although it did reopen
later as a dead meat market, which still exists today. Sadly,
there was nowhere for the pedlar’s market to go, but the
stall holders held protests until they were given permission
to hold a 'Friday Market' at the new Metropolitan Cattle
Market.
It was this 'Friday Market' that Jane Brown and her husband
Don worked at for 20 years.

Date

The

Metropolitain

Cattle

Market's

clock

tower

today.

Prompts
Look closely at the Punch cartoon on page 13 (also

When Britain joined the Second World War (1939-45) the

in the resources at the back of this pack).

government carried out a survey of the market and found
that a single market day could attract as many as 50,000

Can you describe what is happening?
The artist has written a message to people living
in Copenhagen Fields. What is his warning to
the people of Copenhagen Fields?

people. If an air raid happened during a busy market day
there would be nowhere for all the people to take shelter.
They decided to close the market and, during the war, it was
used by the army to store vehicles.

Smithfield and the Metropolitan Cattle Market were
'live' meat markets. Smithfield's still exists as a dead
meat market.

After the war was over the area became Caledonian Park.
Luckily, the market's clock tower was saved and can still be

What do you think a "live meat" market is?

visited today. The traders eventually moved to Bermondsey,

Why don't we have live meat markets today?

south London, to set up the New Caledonian Market.
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to-my-own-country-an-essay-by-andrea-levy

Additional Resources
As you study Jane's life, use some of the following resources to discover more about Jane and the Cally Market, and
about some of the key themes explored in this pack. The resources listed are linked to sections in this pack for ease
of use in the classroom.

Books:
A great place to start is
Jane's autobiographical book
I had a pitch on the stones
(1946). Another book that
explores the history of the
Cally Market is Up the Cally
(1989) by Marjorie Edwards.
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Jane's first day on the "stones" / Life as a market trader:

Find out about the history of the Royal Agricultural Hall, now the Business Design Centre, in Islington:
https://www.businessdesigncentre.co.uk/about-us/history
Watch this short video of footage from the Cally Market:
http://callypark.london/the-caledonian-market/
National Geographic have created a fun trading game to introduce KS3 pupils to the concept of trade:
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/the-trading-game/

Jane's first day on the "stones" / Life as a market Trader / The history of the Cally Market:

Watch The secret history of our streets: Caledonian Road (duration: 59 minutes - Cally Market starts at 26 mins)

warning: some strong language.
https://vimeo.com/133370246

Inter-war Britain:

BBC Bitesize: Life during the Depression: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z86vxfr/revision/2
Explore the Great Depression through photos at Getty Images: https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/photos/greatdepression-london?mediatype=photography&phrase=great%20depression%20london&sort=best
The National Archives provides access to cabinet papers relating to life in inter-war Britain (for A-level students)
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/themes/alleviating-interwar-unemployment.htm#Postwar%20policy
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Printable Resources
Over the next few pages you will find images and quotations. These are intended for use in your classroom as
discussion prompts, sources to investigate or inspiration for creative work.

1. Painting of the Cally Market, by Clifford Hall
2. A birds eye view of the Cally Market
3. The Death of Smithfield Market
4. Ariel photo of the Cally Market
5. Second hand clothes stall at the Market
6. Antiques seller at the Market
7. Men browsing swords at the Market
8. The runners
9. Jane Brown quote
10. Jane Browm quote
11. Jane Brown quote
12. Jane Brown quote
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Suggestions for use
Below, we have provided a few ideas for getting started with the resources included in this pack.

Enquiry-based conversations.
Encourage your pupils to look closely at your chosen resources. Using their observational skills and prior
knowledge, what can they learn?
When using objects and image:
Ask students to discuss ‘Who? What? When? Where? Why?’
In groups or pairs, ask students to describe what they see. Using their descriptions, ask students to infer
the stories behind objects or images.
Ask students to discuss:
Does this object or image confirm or contradict what I knew before?
What does this object/image tell me about values or attitudes of the time?
When using quotes or text, ask students to explore:
Who wrote this text?
What is the intention behind this piece of writing?
What happened next?
Does this text confirm or contradict what I knew before?
What does this text tell me about perceptions or attitudes at the time?
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Compare and contrast.
Use these resources alongside modern objects or images of a similar nature. What can we learn about changes
over time? Ask students to consider:
Does it remind you of something familiar?
What is different? What is similar? Why?
What do these objects tell you about changes in technology, values, perceptions and attitudes?

Use sources to build a chronology or a narrative.
When exploring a theme, encourage students to build a narrative by piecing together information from a
selection of objects, images, stories or figures:
Examine and compare personal, organisational and media stories. What can you piece together from these
different perspectives?
Use primary and secondary sources together.
Exploring archive stories together with contemporary issues can help students have a deeper understand of
a topic and draw links between ‘then’ and ‘now’. How does this story link with today?

Use them as inspiration.
Primary sources and heritage can provide inspiration for creative work. Delving into some of these local stories
through art, drama, poetry, prose or movement can help students to better inhabit and explore them.
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“In front of us, right up to the gate, was a solid mass of men
and women. They were headed by the runners. There was a
clang of iron. I had a quick glimpse of the commissionaire
doing something at the gate, and like a figure in a quickmoving film-shot, I saw the huge form of our runner right
against the gate …

The gate clanged open. There was a quick, short sound of
massed human voices, a sort of vast “Ah-h.” Then the whole
solid body of humanity before and behind us began moving.”

Jane Brown

“We were suffering from a kind of stage-fright. To stand in a
public market with thousands of people passing to and fro,
looking at us and our goods, was so different from anything
we had ever thought of. Over and over again I pictured, one
by one, the things we had to sell. It seemed to me that they
would look horribly poor and shabby standing out in open
daylight. No one would want to buy them, or if they did, they
would offer some ridiculously small sum. It was a long
night.”

Jane Brown

“If rain was enemy no. 1, rain was enemy no. 2. Even if
one had cover only a very few visitors would come in
the rain. It had several sorts of nastiness, too, and I am
not sure continuous heavy rain was the worst. We at
least knew where we were with that. But showers and
sudden storms might catch you with everything on the
stall uncovered, and a lot of it, perhaps, liable to be
damaged by wetness.”

Jane Brown

“… no place in London can be more arctic in
mid-winter with, perhaps, a north-east wind
cutting across the open space of the market like
an invisible blade, and right through you. On
such a day, too, people keep their hands in their
pockets, and keep their money in with them.”

Jane Brown
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