
Participants learn about their local area and feel empowered to share their heritage.

Participants feel they are represented within the museum collection and the story of

Islington.       

Participants access lifelong-learning opportunities and skills development, becoming

more aware of services available to them.       

Participants can report any improvement in their wellbeing.

Audience: Community Group not currently represented in the museum collection

To truly be a museum of Islington, it is crucial we continue to find ways to reflect and

represent the broad diversity of Islington. We currently do not have a wealth of materials

and stories reflecting the heritage of different significant local cultural groups, like the

Somali, Nigerian, Chinese, Irish, Turkish and Kurdish communities. We also don’t have

collections around some key social issues facing Islington today, including homelessness and

housing inequality. 

How could we use our current collections to engage one of these community groups, while

at the same time making our collection more representative? 

Outcomes: 

Audience Profile 



Islington as a place of refuge: digital tour 

Holloway Prison operated from 1852-2016. During the 2nd World War, German Jewish

refugees were interned by the British government as ‘enemy aliens’. Eva Holmes was a small

child when this happened to her and her family. Her diary and letters tell her story. 

The Keskidee Centre was envisioned by Oscar Abrams, a Guyanese architect and cultural

activist, in the 1970’s. This was the first dedicated arts centre in Britain for the black

community and would continue to be an important hub for African and Afro-Caribbean

politics and arts well into the 1980’s.

Italians have been settling in London for centuries, with a great many settling in Islington.

Carlo Gatti left his Swiss-Italian home town in 1847 to go on to become an entrepreneur in

Islington, bringing hot chocolate and ice creams to the masses. 

Apartheid was official policy of institutional racism and segregation in South Africa between

1948 and 1994. Islington was home to the African National Congress (ANC) London

headquarters between 1978-1994, forming a base for actions around the country, and the

ANC’s print shop in Islington at 1 Mackenzie Road would provide a to print materials

promoting the Anti-Apartheid cause.

In May 2019, Councillor Ismail made history when she was elected as Islington’s incoming

Mayor and the first ever female Somali Mayor in the United Kingdom. 

Archive images and objects linked to stories of those who have made Islington their home.

 

Includes the stories of: 



Newspaper cuttings covering stories linked to the LGBTQ+

community in Islington.

Badges and pamphlets from protests and marches.

Stories of local figures such as trans activist Charlie Kiss, author

Olumide Popula, activist Aloysius Ssali and UK's first openly gay

mayor Bob Crossman. 

The book which sparked Section 28 - one of the first English

language books depicting an LGBTQ+ family -  Jenny lives with Eric

and Martin, depicting a simple story of a little girl, her dad and her

dad's boyfriend going about their day.  

Personal photographs of families and friends.

Leaflets and flyers from clubnights, film events, parties and

sporting events. 

Materials linked to LGBTQ+ spaces, community groups, support

groups and organisations.

Archive materials and objects relating to Islington's rich LGBTQ+

heritage. 

Includes: 

Islington's Pride Archive



The market in the 1800s, opening as the Metropolitan Meat market,

when the public demanded Smithfeild's live meat market be moved

due to its overcrowding. 

The changing story of how we buy our food! The lives of Drovers who

moved vast crowds of cattle and sheep from all around the UK, into

Islington for sale at the market. 

Its closure during the second world war to store vehicles. 

The market in the tough inter-war era, through the eyes of Jane Brown,

one of the market's most well known traders, including her experience

of the Means Test and Great Depresssion. 

Stories of figures such as Prince Monolulu (Peter Carl Macay), a  racing

tipster known for his risque shouts to drum up business! 

The story of Caledonian Market, through paintings, maps, photos and first hand

accounts. 

These tell the story of: 

To market!


